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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ROME 13940 290957Z 
ACTION EUR-08 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO INR-05 PRS-01 /029 W 

096225 291000Z/10 

P 290950Z AUG 77 

FM AMEMBASSY ROME 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6767 

CONFIDENTIAL ROME 13940 

LIMDIS 

FOR EUR/WE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PLO, US, IT, OVIP (VANCE, CYRUS) 

SEBJECT: SECRETARY'S VISIT TO ROME: DISCUSSION OF MIDDLE EAST 

IN COVERSATION WITH EMBOFF ABOUT PLO (SEPTEL) AUGUST 26, MFA 
ACTING DIRECTOR FOR MIDDLE EASTERN AFFAIRS VENTO SAID THAT 
ITALIANS HOPE THAT IN ADDITION TO GENERAL EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 
ON MIDDLE EAST DURING SECRETARY'S VISIT, THE SECRETARY AND 
FORLANI WILL DISCUSS IN SOME DETAIL US AND ITALIAN TACTICS 
IN DEALING WITH THE PLO. SPECIFICALLY, ITALIANS WONDER 
WHETHER EVOLUTION BY THE PLO IN A MORE MODERATE DIRECTION, 

AND IN PARTICULAR PLO ACCEPTANCE OF RESOLUTION 242 AND 
ISRAEL'S RIGHT TO EXIST, WOULD BE ENCOURAGED MORE BY OUR 
MAKING A "GESTURE" TOWARDS THE PLO RATHER THAN BY MAKING 
IMPROVEMENT OF RELATIONS WITH THE PLO CONDITIONAL UPON ITS 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE RESOLUTION.HOLMES 
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